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1, 1In Petruary 1951 a directive of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party in Moscow reintroduced the positlion of Milltary
Kormissar on the staff of Armles. This Military Kommissar 1s
a member of the Military Councll {Chlen Voyennovo Sovieta),
and, as a general officer, 1is nominally the second in command
of an Army: &ctually he 1s placed in his position to report
directly to the Central Committee of the Communist Party.upon
the Army CG, his abilitles andé activitles; ard th: morale,
discipline, politlcal indoctrination, ete, of the Army
personnel. The Milltary Kommissar has unlir *ted power and 1is ] !
feared by his Airmy CG, The Military Kommies. = 18 not to be
considered as the political officer at Army level, since he 1s
on direct assighment from the Communlst Party and 18 responsible
only to the Central Committee 1n Moscow.

2, Each unit political officer selects the political officer of
¢ his suberdinate unit; 1 e, the Army Milltary Kommlssar selects
e the Army political offtcer; the Army political officer selects

the Divigion politvical officer; the Diviglon political
officer select® the Regimental political officer; the Regl-~
mentel political officer selects the Battalion political
officer; and he in turn selects the battery or company
political offlicers,
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Polltical cfficers .re gelectod on the Lusls of direct! rey
from Lhe Army Groge Tor Foidtical Affaidrs, must hove o
verrect pofitica. . sercind , and must have bLeen CP LTI T oYW
é~10 years f1d o3ty sl offlcers get: promotione fraos th.
Office of i=iiticai: sifalrs at Army or {in the casz -
higher rinke) rrem vie Contral Committee of the Cominiint,
Party in MoscoW. Moot political offlcers get a prormoti.

EVEry LW years
Political officers, wh, o rorarally saberdinated to the woit
CO, are actually his chier . They can tell the unit CO to
stop Wranking. to pay mere aTtentlon to troop training, et~ .
The @niltacal officer of a unit 1s as much responsible for
the c¢omhat readiness of the unit as is the unit Co,

The regimantal political officer 1is consldered as the
subordinate of the reygimental commander, but is directly
subordinated to the political section of the division, from
whlch he recelves orders. The regilmental political officer,
ag a representative of the party, is as much responsible for
the combat training, morale, ar”® political indoctrination of
all regimental personnel as is the regimental commander. A
regimental political officer organizes and supervises
polltical 1nstruction in the regiment and its various units;
devises programs for the political group -leaders twice per
week; formulates a plan for monthly mass paliltical meetlngs

in the regiment and checks the plans for political meetings
led by the political officers of’ ‘batteries and companies;
personally directs the party organlzers and Komsomol organizers
of the regiment; periodically checks upon the executilon of
plans for mass indoctrination meetings; personally reads
dectures and conducts discussions in the regiment cn
*Anternational and national political themes at least once each
month; composes a report on the morale and polltical condition
of the regiment twice each menth; approves the plans for mass
polltical meetings drawn up by the political officers of
batteries and companies; approves the instructlon pians of

the pariy organizers and Komsomol organizers; issues
Instruction for political training to be gilven on rest days;
supervises the conduct of various political pageants and
holldays; 1ssues instructions for political indoctrination;
Supervises tactlcal training in conjunction with the
regimental commander; and supervises the club (movies,
athletles, billiards, recreation, officers! dances, etc),

the 1library, radio programs, and sporting events.

Battery and company political officers are subordinated to

the unit commander and to the polltical sectlon of the next
higher unit. They conduet lectures for the NCO's and privates
of their unit; organilze .nass political debates and meetings;
Supervise the sporting programs of the unit; and report to

the politilical officer of the next higher unlt on the morale
and politizal indoctrination of the unit,
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7. Lectures at battery and company level for a year are 25X;
organized aa follows:

For lst year scldiers (pvte
History and Vealth of the USSR 20 hours
Strength and Glory of the Soviet Army 16 hours
Security Regulations 16 hours
Discipline - 16 hours
Pollitlical work, points of debate and the
explanation of Stalinism-Leninism-Marxzism 100 hours
Five Year Plan Fulfillment 16 hours
Serfdom under the Czars until 1917 24 hours
Total (4 hours for 52 weeks) 208 hours

For 2d, 3d, and 4th year soldilers
Bilography of Lenin and Stalin (68 hre ea) 136 hours
Five Year Plan Fulfillment 16 hours
Anglo-US Imperdialism 24 hours
Communist Party Ailms 32 hours
Total 208 hours

8. NCO's are given separate lectures on the Communig: Party,
Stalinism, Leninlsm, etc, for 208 hours annually by battery
or company political off'icers. Officers receive political
lectures from the regimental politlcal officer or battalion {
political offlcer for 208 hours ennuelly on the Communist
Party, Stalinlism, Leninism, etc.

9. The Mllitary Kommissar of the 18t Guards Mechanized Army was
a brigadler general (Genmalor, name forgotten), a member of
the Military Council. The Chief of the 1st Gds Mooz ATEy
Politlical Sectilon was Col Chernykh. The office, which was
located on the 2nd floor of the 1st Gda Army HQ, contained
about 20 officers:

Chief - Col Chernykh
Deputy Chief ~ Col
Komsomol officer - Col
Representative of
Central Commlttee of
Cormunist Party ~ Lt Col (4directly subordinated to
the Military Kommissar;
indirectly subordinated
to unit CO.)
Political Instructors . :
(four or five) - Lt Cols and Majs
Club Officer - Capt
Library Officer - Capt
I gannot rececllect the ranis or functione of other officurs
of the political section.
-end-
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